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_ BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Constantin Carathéodory was born in Berlin on September 13, 1873, but
he grew up in Brussels where his father was the Turkish ambassador to
Belgium from 1875 to 1900. He came from a respected Greek family which
had lived in @onstantinople since the beginning of the nineteenth century
and whose members had held many important diplomatic and governmental
positions.

Carathéodory’s preliminary education ended with graduation from a
Gymnasium; he then entered the Ecole Militaire de Belgique, where four
years later he finished training as an engineering officer. After additional
technical studies in London and Paris he went to Egypt to work as an engi-
neer along the Nile.

In 1900 he decided to go to Germany to devote himself -exclusively to
mathematics. He studied four years in Berlin and Gottingen as a student
of Schwarz and Hilbert and graduated from Géttingen in 1904. His academic
work as a lecturer at Goéttingen and Bonn and later his duties at the technical
Hochschulen in Hanover and Breslau met with such success that in 1913 he
succeeded Professor Felix Klein at the University of Gsttingen. Later, in
1918, he went to the University of Berlin.

After only two years in Berlin he accepted the request of the Greek
government to take over the founding and organization of the newly planned
Greek univerity in Smyrna. His accomplishments in establishing the insti-
tute and in obtaining well-known Greek and foreign professors were, however,
destroyed when Turkish troops occupied and burned the city.

For the next two years he served at the university and technical Hochschule
in Athens and in 1924 finally accepted a position at the University of Munich
where he remained until his death on February 2, 1950.

Constantin Carathéodory’s success as a mathematician was greatly aided
by his gift for languages, a talent which he possessed to a high degree., He
knew both Greek and French as native tongues and mastered German to
such perfection that most of his publications in that language are considered
to be stylistic masterpieces. In addition to this he spoke English, Italian,
and Turkish and read both classical Latin and Greek literature as an evening
diversion.” Mastery of so many languages enabled him to communicate freely
and cordially with researchers of many nations on his extended foreign

travels and greatly to enlarge his field of vision and various spheres of pro-
fessional activity.
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